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The merchant shipping act (1876) regulated the condition of
employment in merchant vessels.
Seamen often lost their lives through being sent to sea in unseaworthy
ships, which rascally shipowners were quite prepared to lose for the
sake of the insurance. Attention was drawn to the evil by Samuel
Plimsoll, M.P., and the mark on the side of the ship which shows how
deeply she may be loaded is still called " The Plimsoll Mark."
The factory and workshop act (1878) codified the many Acts
which had been passed to regulate conditions of employment since
the famous Act of 1833 (§ 282).
No. 224.—DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (1815-
1914).
The New Poor Law of 1834 (§ 283) provided for local boards of
guardians to supervise Poor Relief and arrange for a Poor Rate.
The Municipal Corporation Act (1835) provided for elected town
councils to be created hi all boroughs, in place of the old " corpora-
tions," which had often been co-optative and corrupt.
This was a corollary of the Parliamentary Reform Act of 1832.
The Education Act (1870) provided for the election of local school
boards to take charge of the elementary schools which the Govern-
ment was building.
The Local Government Board (1871) was established to act for the
Government in relation to various local bodies, especially in regard to
Poor Relief, Public Health, Housing Improvements, Highways, etc.
Most of its functions were taken over by the Ministry of Health in
1919.
The Local Government Act (1888) set up county councils, which
did for rural districts what the Municipal Corporation Act had done
for boroughs. Hitherto such matters (roads, public health, etc.) had
been controlled by county magistrates (§ 319).
One outcome of the Act was the formation of a County of London,
with an elective Council, which unified the local government of London,
hitherto controlled by a chaotic welter of " vestries."
No. 225.—DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION (1815-1914).
1833.—First Government Grant (to the Voluntary Societies) for
building schools.
Money paid to the Voluntary Societies (Ni93).
1839.—Grants increased;  inspectors appointed to see the money
well spent.
Note the growth of " bureaucracy."

